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Words Amplify Joy
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Exodus 15,1.“then Moses and the Children of Israel sang this song and they said:
saying;” first we must understand that the essence of joy is what a person feels in his
heart; seeing that this is so, what need is there to express these feelings in speech and
song or poetry at the time of his joy?

The reason is that joy in one’s heart, unless formulated in word and song is bound to
subside and cease altogether in short order. By giving verbal expression to one’s joy and
composing a song and writing poetry one prolongs and intensifies this feeling of joy. The
Israelites were aware of this psychological axiom, and this is why they yearned to give
proper expression to their joy. They yearned to share their joy with the Creator, Who had
been the architect enabling them to harbour such joyous feelings in their breasts. This is
the reason why the Torah adds the words: 718 19287 “they said, saying;” the word K>
presumably refers to extraneous words, not included in the actual song that follows; if
this were not so, who was there that they could have spoken to about this other than their
peers who had all experienced the same salvation?

Questions for Reflection:

1. Is this true of your experience? Can words extend joy?

2. What is the relationship between the 'state of joy' inwardly and liturgy/ poetry/
expression outwardly?

3. How might we apply this teaching to our own lives, our own practice, our own song?

Shadow Singing and Divine Duets

N5 oA N M0 nenTR

TWS:7 71°27% .ARY 1R 119 DRI 70w DR DROWS 0121 WD W TR NI IR
W19 MR 2 W YIS 7307 ,0W0 DTV W97 RN1 LW DR XYY W NKRY
2X57 10 19 03 QTR OV A7INA K17 N2 A awnw 0% ' (7,80 2°%0n) Posn
MO 10 O3 QINT QY ATINA RIT N2 KRI27T I ,0WW X5 23 W QIRAW 7 90w 1)
TI02 WITP 70T TR 200X NRIRD NYVWA 30T 1R DRAWOWI RIAN LAV R
P109;7 W7D T LRI POV WY WO 7171 LNNRT 77w DR 9'M19°20 W 10 03 R
X177 102 WITRAW NP0, 10 DRI 77000 DR .ANTPWR 1980 DRV 170,700 IR
77207 QW MR 2NN 1Y ,IARY 1R LORTT 7w DR W 10 a3 P™Mo0ad
:2"17Y 7790 DX 30 A


https://www.sefaria.org/Kedushat_Levi,_Exodus,_Beshalach.17
https://www.sefaria.org/Kedushat_Levi,_Exodus,_Beshalach.21

Kedushat Levi, Exodus, Beshalach 21

At this point the author introduces an interpretation of psalms 121,5 by the Baal Shem
Tov of blessed memory, which he feels is relevant to our verse. The psalmist there says:
7m0 7 By 9% 7, “the Lord is your shadow (protection) at your right hand.” According to
the Baal Shem Tov, the meaning of these words is that the manner in which G’d protects
and guides man’s fate is similar to the shadow that accompanies man at all times. It
follows that when the Jewish people recited the song after their salvation from the
Egyptian armies, G’d, “their shadow” did likewise. The word 72" in the opening verse of
the song is in a causative mode, hiphil, so that the appropriate translation of the words: &
awn 1w, would be: “at that time Moses would cause Him to sing.” Through Israel’s
singing a song, G’d too would be prompted to join in. When viewed in this way the word:
MR, makes perfect sense in the traditional manner in which it is understood elsewhere.
Having recorded these details prepared the ground for G’d Himself to join in the shirah,
the song that Moses is about to intone after the people are credited with having absolute
faith in him. The word: 7K? in 15,1 is an allusion to G’d joining in this song.

Questions for Reflection:

1. How do you understand the principle of reciprocity here? We initiate, instigate,
catalyze a response....? What is your experience of that phenomenon?

2. In what way can we control the 'other' or the response of the other?

3. What inhibits us from initiating this dance, this duet with G-d, self and other?

Deep Torah; Wide Torah: Speaking to Everyone
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Another reason for the need of the word 7K> to appear in the verse under discussion:
We have a tradition that every word in the Torah preceded the historical events described
in the Torah, so much so that they were recorded even before the universe had been
created. We must therefore fall back on the statement of the Kabbalists that, essentially,
the written Torah is nothing but a record of the various names of the Creator. The letters
in His names have been written in a manner that conceals, so that it required “dressing
up” before being released into our “lower” universe, as otherwise we would have been
completely stymied in our efforts to unravel the Torah’s meaning. Only a very few
people have been privileged to understand the words of the Torah as they are presented to
us on a level that transcends their superficial meaning, the peshat. [However, being G’d’s
words, also the peshat is not to be belittled, of course. Ed.] When the Torah adds the
apparently unnecessary word &%, whenever the Torah writes: 22K 7wn H& 11927,
“Hashem spoke to Moses, leymor”, this is like giving the reader notice that G’d told
Moses to rephrase His words in a manner that the common people should be able to
understand. At the same time this word 71K, served notice that the elite of the people
were encouraged to look for more than the plain meaning of the text. The same applies
when Moses commenced the song of thanksgiving for the salvation of the Israelites from
the last and most dangerous threat of the Egyptians. We are to examine this text in order
to discover hidden meanings.
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Moses hinted that the joy experienced at
this moment brought him and the Jewish
people with him to this point of the X, i.e.
this level beyond the seven levels that both
the people and he had already scaled in
their pursuit of that union. Their joy at this
moment was therefore truly transcendental
in essence.
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Just This...Gratitude for Just Being
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Yet another meaning of the word =2172K%
before Moses commenced with the text
of the song; we have explained elsewhere
that the pinnacle of human pleasure
consists in our ability to serve our Creator
in a manner that compares favorably with
the service of the Lord performed on an
ongoing basis by the various categories of
angels in the celestial spheres. In this
instance, Moses and the people emphasize
their great pleasure in being able to please
the Lord by formulating their feelings of
gratitude in words of admiration and
adulation, i.e. 1KRY.
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